EMAIL 
TO:  BoatingPublicComments@MyFWC.com
SUBJECT: HOMOSASSA RIVER ALLIANCE COMMENTS ON 68D-24.0035; SPRINGS PROTECTION ZON
Major Beaton:  We would like to thank you, Captain Bryant, and all at the FWC for your efforts to inform us ahead of time and to organize and conduct the August 27 workshop to provide concerned citizens with information about this important new program.
Thank you also for informing us of the change you are making to broaden eligibility for applicants for designating Springs Protection Zones.  
The Homosassa River Alliance would like to offer the following comments on the proposed rule, which we hope you will consider adding to the rule as you complete its development prior to the November Commission presentation:
· We suggest that a definitions section be added to the rule.  The section could reference the sections of statutes or existing rules in which key terms are already defined, and could add definitions as needed.  We advocate adding new definitions for the following terms, at a minimum:
· “associated spring run” to include waters downstream of springs and spring groups in which spring flow significantly influences water chemistry, temperature, or ecology;
· “vessel”, to include any human-operated floating craft, whether or not powered or steered by motor, sail, or human effort, including canoes, kayaks, and passive floating devices such as tubes, mats, and rafts (we recognize that “vessel” may be a term already defined in Florida statute or rule, and, if so, suggest this proposed definition be stated as “for the purposes of this rule” to prevent the necessary coverage of this rule from being .limited by such a standing definition.)
· Following paragraph (3)(b)3, we urge that a process for securing and considering public comment be added to the 120 day review period.
· We recommend addition of a fourth item to section (5)(b) that provides for designation of habitats that are undergoing publicly or privately sponsored active restoration efforts.  Springs and spring run restoration programs, such as those under way in the Homosassa River and Kings Bay, represent enormous investments of public and private funds and effort, and are especially vulnerable to high intensity and irresponsible vessel operations.  To secure the success of these efforts, the affected areas should be eligible to receive enhanced protection via this rule. 
Thank you again for keeping us informed about this pending rulemaking and for considering these comments.
Respectfully, 
Frank Kaposci, President
Homosassa River Alliance
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     Steve Minguy
     Gordon Colvin
    
