Homosassa River Alliance
June 8, 2023, Meeting Minutes

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
Prior Meeting Minutes:  Motion was made and approved to waive the reading of the minutes of the May meeting.  
Treasurer’s Report: A beginning balance as of 5/1/23 was $27,722.32.  Deposits of $151.82 and debits of $13.98 provided an ending balance of $27,860.15 on 5/31/23.  

Announcements:  
Quiet Zone – signs have been posted in the river on new pilings. There will be additional signage placed on the Fish Bowl bridge once proper permits are approved.
League of Women Voters of Citrus County and Sierra Club Florida – will host a meeting 6/13/23 at 10 am until noon at the Coastal Region Library in Crystal River. The guest speaker will be Michael McGrath of the Sierra Club presenting on Stopping Urban Yard Fertilizer Pollution and Other Threats to Our Springs.
Ozello Sunshine RV Park and Campground – the final hearing date for this proposed development has been rescheduled from June 20th to August 22nd.  The meeting will begin at 5:01 pm at the Citrus County Courthouse. 
Scholarship Award Winners – three impressive high school seniors each received a $1,000 scholarship from HRA.  They are Molly Malek and Kameron Weidner from Lecanto High School and Garrett Hickman from Crystal River High School.

Guest Speaker:
Steve Howard, Citrus County Administrator
 The presentation began with a video of Citrus County, Heart of the Nature Coast, and featured projects underway and recent successes in the state budgetary process for the county. 
Highlights of his comments were:
· Leadership philosophy – strategic thinker, innovator, and collaborator
· Top priorities for 2023 include Crystal River and Inverness airport expansions, a behavioral health facility, barge canal boat ramp improvements, highway 491 expansion, a new animal shelter, pay study for county employees, and exploring alternative funding sources
· Approved Legislative funding for Citrus County (assuming the Governor doesn’t veto) include $9 million for Inverness Airport, $2.3 million for Halls River Rd multi-use path, $1 million for reclaimed water, $4 million for Homosassa River Restoration Project, and $1.8 million for Rainbow River
· County employees won 5 best practice awards including Risk Manager of the Year and Best Drinking Water
· Personal philosophy – leave it better than we found it; get stuff done, moving forward together

Projects Status: 
 
· Homosassa River Restoration Project (HRRP) – we are waiting on approval from Army Corps of Engineers for restoration zones 3 and 4 which will reach Halls River.  A decreased spring flow contributed to a bloom of non-lyngbya algae which has covered cages and killed planted grass. Vacuuming and replanting of eelgrass has resumed. 

Upcoming Events:

· HRA meetings will be suspended for the summer and begin again on 9/14/23.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 pm.  

