Homosassa River Alliance
May 11, 2023, Meeting Minutes

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
Prior Meeting Minutes:  Motion was made and approved to waive the reading of the minutes of the April meeting.  
Treasurer’s Report: A beginning balance as of 4/1/23 was $28,796.60.  Deposits of $4.00 and debits of $1,078.29 provided an ending balance as of 4/28/23 of $27,722.31.  

Announcements:  
Scholarships – it was a difficult task with many qualified candidates, but the committee has made their final selection and HRA will be awarding three high-school students scholarships this year.  Please join us at the June meeting for the presentation and opportunity to meet these impressive young environmental stewards.

Meeting Topic:
Florida Springs Council video The Water State – A Project Paradise Film
 Highlights of the film include:
· An illustration of how governmental agencies are failing to protect freshwater resources in Florida
· A review of the degradation of White Spring and Peacock Spring with decreased water flow
· An explanation of how over pumping from the aquifer decreases water quantity and quality
· The potential impact of water bottling permits on springs and the aquifer
· A call to action to engage with government agencies to protect the public’s interest in maintaining healthy Florida springs 

Projects Status: 
· Noise ordinance – progress is being made and signs are anticipated to be posted soon.
 
· Homosassa River Restoration Project (HRRP) – maintenance of the sections of the river previously restored has begun.

Upcoming Events:
· Our next meeting will be on June 8th and will feature:
· Our scholarship winners receiving their awards
· Guest speaker Steve Howard, Citrus County Administrator

· HRA meetings will be suspended for the summer following the June meeting and begin again on 9/14/23.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 pm.  

