Homosassa River Alliance
April 11, 2024, Meeting Minutes

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
Welcome:  A warm welcome was extended to all members and guests including our guest speaker, Steven Davis, Florida-Friendly Landscaping Coordinator with Citrus County Department of Water Resources.
Treasurer’s Report: There was not a formal report, but it was noted there is over $25,000 in the account.
Announcements:   
Sprimpapalooza – we sold over $400 in t-shirts at the festival. Thanks to all who assisted.
Publix Fund Raising – in partnership with national parks, a campaign is planned to begin soon where customers will be asked during check out if they would like to donate. The funds raised will go to coastal areas and may benefit Citrus County as well as other coastal communities. 
May Meeting – our guest speaker will be Citrus County Commissioner Jeff Kinnard. His topics will include scallop reseeding.
Sierra Club – is concerned about the current Citrus County fertilizer ordinance and plans to approach the Board of County Commissioners to make it similar to Hernando County which includes a rainy season ban.
Guest Speaker: Steven Davis, Florida-Friendly Landscaping Coordinator, Citrus County Department of Water Resources
Highlights of his presentation included:
· Citrus County worked with University of FL on its current fertilizer ordinance.  It requires not using fertilizer in months plants don’t need it.  Slow release is recommended.
· The concept of Florida-Friendly landscape was derived from zero scape design. It promotes plants that are acceptable to the environment and hardy zone.
· Local soil types are sand, silt, and clay. The Extension Service offers $3 soil testing every Wednesday. To have your soil tested, mix three samples taken 6-8 inches deep from your yard then bring a quarter cup of the mixture to the office on any Tuesday. The office is located at 3650 W. Sovereign Path, Lecanto FL.
· Ideal pH levels for soil are 5.5 – 7.0. Acidic soil won’t absorb nitrogen. Alkaline soil won’t absorb iron or zinc.
· To control weeds, it is recommended to let your grass grow tall.
· Avoid applying insecticides to flowering plants because it will kill pollinators.
· Many free classes are available at Extension Services. Registration is required at https://ccufflprogram.eventbrite.com or call 352-527-5708. 
· An Earth Day festival is scheduled for 4/20/24 from 10 am to 1 pm at the Extension office.

Projects Status:
· Homosassa River Restoration Project (HRRP) – Crumps is hosting the second annual Homosassa Pirate Invasion on April 29th. Proceeds will benefit HRRP and pay for permits needed to continue the project. Everyone is encouraged to come out and show your support by attending the event. 

· Spring Cove Sewer Project – only 10 private road access easements have been received by the county; there are 16 outstanding from Bartlett Pt, Wandering Path, Conwell Pt, and Purslane. We need to encourage County Commissioners to move forward with the project even if all easements are not received.  HRRP is working hard to restore the river, but there will be no protection of the river without sewer conversion.  

Upcoming Events:

· The May meeting will be on 5/09/24 at 7 pm. Guest speaker will be County Commissioner, Jeff Kinnard.
· Second Annual Pirate Invasion will be on 4/29/24 at Crumps Landing beginning at 5 pm. 

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:15 pm.  

