Homosassa River Alliance
February 9, 2023, Meeting Minutes

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
Prior Meeting Minutes:  Minutes of the January meeting were read and are posted on homosassariveralliance.org website. Minutes were approved.  
Treasurer’s Report: A beginning balance as of 1/1/23 was $29,505.37.  Deposits of $49.00 and debits of $317.25 provided an ending balance as of 1/31/23 of $29,237.12.  
Announcements:  
Passings of Note – two individuals of significance to HRA passed away recently.  Bob Jeeves was secretary for over 10 years and Ron Schultz served on the Board of HRA.  Donations of $100 each have been made to Homosassa River Restoration Project to honor them. 
Science Fair – a HRA committee judged science fair projects on 2/2.  Winners included two high school students, one middle school student, and one elementary school student.  High school and middle school winners will be awarded $250, and the elementary school winner will receive a $100 prize.
Scholarship Applications – are due 4/7. There will be one award for $1,000.
Right to Clean Water – there is a petition initiative to include a constitutional amendment on the 2024 ballot.  The amendment creates a fundamental right to clean and healthy waters and provides a mechanism whereby State executive agencies may be sued.
Guest Speaker:
Madison Trowbridge, Ph.D., Springs Scientist, Natural System & Restoration, SWMUD
 Highlights of her comments include:
· There are 5 first magnitude springs in the 16-county area of the district.  They are Weeki Wachee, Chassahowitzka, Rainbow, Kings Bay, and Homosassa
· Springs Coast Committees bring together local and state agencies to create Surface Water Improvement Plans (SWIM) for each spring looking at issues, drivers, management actions, projects, and initiatives. 
· Impacts include nutrients from land use including fertilizer and septic systems. Additional impacts include salinity, climate change, invasive species, and ecological shifts.
· Sampling water quality measures are stored in the environmental data portal. Flow data is taken every 15 minutes in Homosassa Springs State Park. 
· Submerged Aquatic Vegetation (SAV) mapping is done to assess biomass and percent of coverage looking at water quality, turbidity, temperature, flow, depth, and canopy.
· Quantitative and qualitative data indicate the District’s activities support the SWIM plan.

Projects Status: 
· Noise ordinance – FWC is seeking to exclude exhaust noise from the ordinance. Once finalized, signs will be posted at Blue Water Point, near the President’s streets, and two at the start of Blue Water.
 
· Homosassa River Restoration Project (HRRP) – recently participated in Book, Line, and Thinkers program educating Citrus County 5th graders on eelgrass.  The restoration project will begin again on 4/1 for maintenance work.  Currently, there is only $2 million in available funding which is insufficient to complete restoration.  They will be in Tallahassee on 3/22 lobbying the state legislature to provide additional funding.  

Upcoming Events:
· Shrimpalooza will take place on 3/18 from 9 am – 6 pm. Volunteers are needed for HRA booth.

· Mullet Toss is scheduled for 5/6

The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 pm. The next meeting will be on March 9th.  

